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WORKING WITH CHILDREN (CRIMINAL RECORD CHECKING) ACT 2004 —  
COMPLIANCE MONITORING 

730. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the finding of the review of the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 that 
there is a gap in the capacity of the unit to monitor compliance of the 285 people with negative notices. What 
additional resources, if any, have been allocated to the screening unit to address the compliance issue? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
The review noted that 285 people were issued with a negative notice as at May 2012. It also noted on page 21 
that monitoring the activities of 285 negative notice holders, while possible, would be extremely resource 
intensive. The review recommends that the WWC unit’s resourcing be considered. The unit’s staffing and 
processes will be reviewed with a view to increasing compliance capacity. This recommendation is supported 
and will be implemented. I would like to remind the member that this was Labor’s legislation, which I 
strengthened in 2010, and that no review of the working with children act has been done until now, as required 
under the act. This review points out recommendations that are further needed. As I have previously stated, I 
have decided to further strengthen the legislation to stop any person issued with a negative notice from being 
able to access the parent volunteer exemption. I have also asked the Department for Child Protection to liaise 
with Western Australia Police to determine how sex offenders, required to report under the Community 
Protection (Offender Reporting) Act, can similarly be barred from accessing this exemption. The penalty for 
breaches will be substantial. 
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